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AGENDA  

1:00 pm: Welcome Remarks:  

• Kym Bolado, President and CEO, SHALE Magazine- Master of Ceremony 

• José L. Pérez, President & CEO, Hispanics in Energy 

 

1:05 pm: Video Clip/ Mike Wirth CEO, Chevron 

 

1:10 pm: Opening Remarks:  The Honorable César J. Blanco, Senator, Texas Senate 

 

1:20 pm: Session 1:  Driving Growth: Business Opportunities and the Role of Emerging Technologies in 

the Permian Basin 

Focus: The conversation will emphasize how businesses can position themselves to capitalize on 

these trends—fostering sustainable development, job creation, and long-term competitiveness in 

America’s energy heartland. 

 

Moderator:  Jose Niño, Chairman, Biofriendly / Board Member, Hispanics In Energy 

Panelists:  

● Albert C. Zapanta President & CEO, United States-Mexico Chamber of Commerce 

● Alfonso Arguindegui, Chairman and CEO at Arguindegui Oil Companies (ARG Petro) 

● Olman Valverde, Mineral Legal Rights Expert Attorney/ Board Member, Hispanics In Energy 

● Savannah Morales, CEO, Midland Hispanic Chamber of Commerce 

 

1:50 pm:  Questions and Answers 

 

2:00 pm: Protecting the Environment - Predictions and Prevention - Emissions and Leaks 

 Stefanie Asher, Ph.D., Permian Realization Manager, ExxonMobil Unconventional 

 

2:15 pm: Questions and Answers  

2:20 pm: Session 2:   Building the Workforce and Supporting Communities         

Focus: Address workforce development, education, and career pathways preparing the next 

generation of energy professionals—while also tackling community challenges such as housing, 

infrastructure, education, public safety, and healthcare. 

 

Moderator: Zack Valdez, Ph.D., Industrial Account Manager, AIS Industrial & Construction Supply 

Panelists:  

● Noemi Lujan Pérez, Director of State Government Relations, HACU 

● Luis Sanchez, Former County Commissioner, Precinct 3 Midland County, Texas 

   

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kym-bolado-ba3871b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jos%C3%A9-l-p%C3%A9rez-47563074/
https://www.senate.texas.gov/member.php?d=29
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jose-f-ni%C3%B1o-4aa917/
https://usmcoc.org/albert-c-zapanta/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alfonso-arguindegui-leyendecker-9853b724/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/olmanvalverde/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/savannah-morales-580157209/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/stefanie-asher/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/zack-valdez/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/noemilperez/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/luis-d-s%C3%A1nchez-mpal-127a658a/
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2:45 pm: Questions and Answers  

2:55 pm: Remarks: Joseph Maestas, State Auditor of New Mexico 

3:05 pm: Remarks:  Tommy Gonzalez, City Manager, City of Midland, Texas 

3:15 pm: Session 3: Powering Up the Permian Basin 

Focus: Panelists will discuss recent and future transmission infrastructure developments, including 

opportunities and challenges, in the ERCOT and SPP markets that will benefit the Permian Basin 

region in Texas and New Mexico. 

Moderator: Michael Lozano, Director of Government Affairs and Communications, Permian Basin 

Petroleum Association 

Panelists:  

● Lori Cobos, President, Cobos Strategies, LLC (former Texas PUC Commissioner) 

● Adrian Rodriguez, President, Xcel Energy -Texas and New Mexico 

 

3:40 pm: Questions and Answers 

 

3:50 pm:  Keynote: The Honorable Henry Cuellar, U.S. Representative (TX-28) 

4:00 pm: Closing Remarks: Olman Valverde, Mineral Legal Rights Expert Attorney/ Board Member,    

Hispanics In Energy 

 

 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/joseph-m-maestas-p-e-cfe-0418345a/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/tommy-gonzalez-4b12a371/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/michael-d-lozano-3aa86073/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/lori-cobos-9764a96/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/adrian-j-rodriguez-a057969a/
https://cuellar.house.gov/biography/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/olmanvalverde/

